July 2007

A good life

withno strings attached

It's that time of year again! The vacation season is upon
us, with the rituals of getting our suitcases out and pack-
ing for that much-anticipated vacation. We lay out our
clothes and items to pack. We try to put them into the
suitcase, which is always too small. Or is it too small?
Perhaps the problem is that we are carrying entirely
too much baggage.

As we begin to zip and snap up the suitcase, it is evi-
dent that we, in fact, are carrying far too much. So we
peruse our schedule for the week and realize that we
need these shoes for this event, this shirt for this din-
ner and there’s no way that we can lighten our load.
So we stuff it all in, bounce on the suitcase and des-
perately try to fit it all in.

Our luggage now exceeds our own body weight. We
head off, trying to get away from it all, but we're still
carrying around all our baggage.

We all are carrying around baggage which we need
to get rid of. Our Christian faith is no exception. We
also carry far too much spiritual baggage. Your litur-
gical staff has developed a series of sermons and
worship services designed to help we spiritual travel-
ers unpack our “Christian-ese” baggage. We are
seeking out spiritual necessities, so that we may walk
in step with the Spirit in freedom. We are looking for a
life rooted in Christ Jesus.

Beginning July 8, we will start a new series called “All
Seats Free — A Good Life with No Strings Attached.”
The book of Galatians will be our guide for this study.
Here are the topics of the series:

July 8 False Advertising:

Finding an authentic life amid the lies.
Have you ever bought into something
that promised to improve your life and it
didn’t work? Are you looking for authen

ticity in a world that simply wants to sell
you something? Finding the reality in our
virtual reality world
July 15 Shady Salesman with a Shady Message:
Hypocrites, truth and religion
Turned off by religious hypocrisy? Does
anyone stand for truth anymore? Living
with integrity in a world filled with decep
tion
July 22 Something for Nothing:
Fine print in the Christian message
Do bumper stickers and T-shirt a Chris
tian make? Have you ever wondered if
you are “Christian” enough? What are
the real marks of a Christian?
July 29 Rules, Rules, Rules:
Is this the purpose of religion?
Is religion about following rules? Does
faith limit freedom? Discovering the real
purpose of Jesus’ message
August 5 Some Assembly Required:
Rebuilding our lives
What does life as a follower of Jesus look
like? Piecing together a life through love
August 12 The Introductory Offer:
Cashing in on the rewards
The Offer: What does a life of faith really
look like? Do you need tokens, coupons,
and tickets to access the rewards of faith?
Walking with the Spirit instead of gim
micks

continued on page 2
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Exciting things are happening in our Christian Disciple- P T

ship programs. Take a look below to see what we l ' D A E
have to offer you and your family. We look forward to

seeing you there!

ngLDRE ’S
UNDAY SCHOOL

DURING THE 9 AM AND 11 AM SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN (GRADES K-5)

We still need a few volunteers to help with our Children’s Disciple-
ship programs. Please contact Margaret Perkins to help out.

We have exciting things planned; please make every effort to have
your little ones at church.

2007 KIDZ KAMP

Thank you to all who volunteered!
You helped make this year’s Kidz
Kamp a great success!

continued from page 1

August 19  No Expiraration Date:
Lasting Relationships
What does it really mean to share? Do any relationships still
last for ever? Finding lasting community in the household
of faith

| ask that you read over the book of Galatians in your daily devotions and
familiarize yourself with this truly uplifting letter from St. Paul. Try reading
chapter a day , as you allow the Word of God to dwell in you richly, so that
you may benefit fully from the sermon series.

| also encourage you to invite a friend, neighbor or someone you work
with to visit St. John’s during this sermon series. Many of the people we
know labor under a heavy burden of religiosity and will benefit from hear-
ing more about the freedom we enjoy in Jesus Christ.

Look forward to what it will be like to travel lightly.

In Christ,
Ron+
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T. CATHERINE’ GuLF CoAsT MISSIONS
ST RINE'S 2007

St. Catherine’s will meet July 12 at noon.
Margaret Gupta will be our speaker. She

has recently been to India and will tell us - Coggteéglrletrilsp t?anne .
about their customs (weddings, etc.). P P :
She is a delightful speaker, so please Sept 23-29 led by Willy Wolter
come and support Margaret. Bring your
favorite sandwich. Dessert and drinks will If you are considering attending, please contact
be provided. Any questions, please call Willy at 686-8.042 or WbV\./oI'Fer@earthlink.net a§
Dody Mason at 393-9213. See you soon as possible, space. is limited and spots fill
therel up quickly.

For more information on Camp Coast Care, visit
Dody Mason, President www.dioms.org and click on the link.

PVH SumMER FEEDING AT ST. JOHN’S

St. John’s will be hosting a meal for Portsmouth’s homeless and impoverished communities each Tues-
day evening from 7:00-7:45 p.m. during June, July, and August. Churches and other groups who assisted
Portsmouth Volunteers for the Homeless with the Winter Sheltering Program will prepare and serve the
food.

So what do we at St. John’s do? How can you help?

Volunteers from our church are needed from 6:00-8:00 p.m. to set-up tables, greet guests and volun-
teers, and clean-up of the Parish Hall. If you or your small group would like to participate in this outreach
program, please contact Bruce Bremer at 580-1081 (email at brucebremer@cox.net) or Claudia Tomlin -
484-9195 (email at ctomlin@cox.net).

Beth will be teaching on walking out your faith. Join her as she

m U spenda Day explains how to take your beliefs . . .“From the Pages to the
‘ with Noted Bible Teacher Pavement”. It's an experience you won't want to miss!

B CA & Beth Moore If you are interested in this in-depth teaching event please call 888-49-

. FAITH to register (tickets are going fast). Tickets are $50.00 and you can

A Day With Beth-Moore order a box lunch for $8.00. After you have registered please call Sanna

Greiser so we can plan travel/hotel accommodations. Please plan on

Washington, DC leaving early Thursday, July 12th for a day of fun and shopping. We are

@ The Verizon Center planning on spending the night at a hotel outside of DC and taking the

Friday, July 13, 2007 metro to the Verizon Center in the morning. Any questions please call or

9:00- 3:00 PM e-mail Sanna Greiser at: (H) 638-9402 , (C) 676-3501, sgreiser@cox.net.



JACKSON SCHOLARSHIP
AwARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED

It's that time of year again when St. John’s has awarded the Roderick and Willa Mae Jackson Memorial Schol-
arship. This year we had three young men who applied and were recipients of this award.

The first recipient is Ryan Hanson. Ryan was a vocalist with the Praise Team at St. John’s. He has traveled to
Belize and volunteered his services to help rebuild the church there. He also helped that church establish their
first youth group located in Mango Creek. Ryan has also been a participant with Kidz Kamp and the Thanks-
giving Turkey Trot. He plans to further his educational goals at Washington and Lee University.

The second recipient is Cameron Powers. Cameron attended both Alpha and the Sunday night youth meet-
ings at St. John’s. His carpentry skills are indeed invaluable assets at the church. Cameron plans to attend
Virginia Tech in the fall.

Our third recipient is Jason Wiggins. We all know Jason as an active acolyte. Jason has also worked with the
Thanksgiving Turkey Trot and volunteered as a bell ringer for the Salvation Army during the holiday season.
Jason will attend Longwood University in the fall to further his education.

Additionally, all of these young men have volunteered their time during the Winter Sheltering for the homeless.
St. John’s commends these young seniors for these amazing attributes as well as being honored as mem-
bers of the National Honor Society while maintaining employment.

The awards were presented on June 10" at the picnic service by the Discipleship Team. We at St. John’s
know these young men will take with them the principles of stewardship they have learned at St. John’s and
apply it to their future college endeavors. We pray they will continue being the good servants that they are to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

A PRAYER EOR THE 4TH OF JuLY

Dear Lord,

There is no greater feeling of liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and death that
you have provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul are free to praise
you. For this | am very thankful.

On this Independence Day | am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my freedom,
following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my freedom, both physical and
spiritual, for granted. May | always remember that my freedom was purchased with a very high
price. My freedom cost others their very lives.

Lord, today, bless those who have served and continue to give their lives for my freedom.

Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing in
someone else’s life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the freedom that can
be found in knowing Christ.

Amen

reprinted from About.com
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ANGLICAN COMMUNION UPDATE

St. John’s Task Force

Despite unflagging efforts by orthodox entities and regular news reports, many Episcopalians
remain largely unaware and certainly uninformed about the current crisis within Anglicanism.
Many faithful in the pews believe the issue is solely one of sexuality and are “simply not willing to
see their church torn apart because of sex.” Others truly believe “things will blow over” given
time. Still others are horrified about what has happened, but have convinced themselves that
the problem “doesn't affect me or my church—as long as we are orthodox, does it really matter
what the national Church does?”

The Episcopal Church has been deeply divided by decisions of General Convention 2003 and
2006. The vast middle seems to have no sense that they are being called to make a decision as
to where they will stand. We are all faced with the ancient choice Joshua gave to Israel: Each
must “choose this day whom you shall serve.” The Episcopal Church has chosen a path incon-
sistent with traditional faith and practice; Anglicanism upholds the faith once delivered. Will we
choose to be Episcopalians or Anglicans if TEC will not repent and return to the Lord?

id you know?

TEC membership dropped 38% in the last 40 years.

In 2003-04, TEC lost 72,000 members, almost 700 per week.
The average Sunday attendance is only 795,700.

TEC is less than 3% of the Anglican Communion.

Over 60% of Congregations have 100 or less each Sunday
Only 6% have 300 or more on Sunday.

The median Sunday attendance is only 75 people!
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What's at stake is the authority of Scripture and the unique and essential nature of Jesus Christ.
This crisis is about the difference between Christian tenets of belief outlined in Scripture and
expressed in Anglican faith and order on one hand, and universalism on the other. Whom wiill

you choose to serve?

Source of facts: American Anglican Council 2006



F ° A few days ago Mandy had to work overnight at
REE ATURDAY ° the hospital. |, being a lonely husband decided to
go rent an action movie with a lot of stuff getting

blown up, the kind of movie Mandy would never

FAITH WORKING THROUGH LOVE want to see. | made my way to the local Block-
A UGUST 2 5 ; 2 O O 7 buster and began to peruse the “stuff getting

blown up” section. Then a nice blockbuster lady
came over. She made a suggestion and began a conversation. | thought this was rather nice of her to show
some concern for my movie selection. We begin to discuss the merits of the newest western or action flick.
After about three minutes of this back and forth she informed me that if | did get a movie | could sign up for a
program that would let me get three videos per month for $10.99. For some reason | was hurt. | thought this
lady really cared about my movie selection. She did not. She was just trying to meet her quota for the day or
something. | actually decided to leave without a movie. | went home and read.

Many people view the Christian church in the same way | viewed Blockbuster. They think of us as people with
a quota in mind. People who use kindness as a trick to get them to buy something they do not want. How do
we overcome this? Well..unlike the Blockbuster woman, we learn to love without an agenda and hope for God
to do the rest. This is what the cross of Christ is all about. Love for Jesus is not a means to get us to do
something. Itis a love that brings us from slavery into the glorious freedom of the children of God. Love is not
atactic with God. Itis his very nature. Itis not until we as a church learn that distinction that our love will have the
same impact as the love of Christ.

Starting on July 8 we will begin a sermon series entitled “All Seats Free.” It will be based upon the book of
Galatians. The heart of this series will center around the fact that God’s love and gift of salvation is free and
without agenda. In our cynical culture that may be hard for people to believe. A thousand bad commercials
and overaggressive salesmen do not unmake the gospel. At the climax of this series on Saturday August, 25,
we will be holding an event called FREE SATURDAY. This will be the church’s day of organized agenda-free
love. We are going to create different ways for all of us to serve our community. This might include making
free lunches for people in the neighborhood, cutting the lawns of people in the community, giving out free
water bottles, and maybe a free car wash. These acts of kindness are not tricks. They will not be followed by
a request that every person we help join the St. John’'s community. We hope and pray that people are touched
by God'’s free love. We hope that God opens doors through what we do, but we will not force them open by
using love as a “strategy.” God loved us without agenda. We are going into the community to love without
agenda. This does not mean that we will shy away from the fact that we are Christians or that we do all this in
the name of Jesus. Will you give up a few hours on Saturday to touch someone with the love of God? Do you
have a lawnmower you can spare and man? Do you have any other ideas or gifts you would like to offer? Join
us for Free Saturday. On the Sunday following we will celebrate the day with pictures and stories of what God
has done through us! In the words of Galatians, the inspiration for this event and series is “what matters is faith
working through love.”

Your assistant priest,

Esau McCaulley+
To volunteer, please contact:
Amy Heathcott

399-4967 x14
stjiohns@stjohnsportsmouth.org
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| recently read in a book that the job of a leader is to present
I AB l | PDATE a vision of a preferred future that moves the community from
its present state into that future. What s the vision for St. John’s

as we head into our preferred future? How are we going to

get there? Our vision statement says that we are a joy-filled
community reaching out to transform lives. Bruce Bremer on our vestry heads up the team that is in charge of
coordinating the “reaching out” portion of our vision. He oversees the service ministries at our church. St
John’s takes great pride in many of these activities such as feeding the homeless and our relationship with
Oasis. As important as these ministries are we also felt it would be great if St. John’s was involved in preventing
many of these sad cases from occurring. The Gospel tells us to care for downtrodden, but it also calls us to
“set captives free.” In the words of our vision statement, our work as a church includes “transforming lives.”
One of the things that enchains people and creates a permanent culture of hopelessness is a lack of educa-
tion. Education is hope and opportunity. We want to give that opportunity to as many as God will send our way.

It is with all of this in mind that the task force on the creation of the tech lab met to craft a vision and develop a
plan for that ministry. Our vision is to create a culture of hope one family at a time. We want to start by
sponsoring an onsite GED program aimed at young moms and dads. We pray that by giving them the oppor-
tunity to obtain a degree it will increase their income potential. This will better empower them to care for the
needs of their family. Better educated parents produce better educated children who are then able to break
the cycle of poverty. Another long term goal is to create reading programs for young children and life skill
classes for adults.

This is our vision. The question remains: How can St. Johns move toward this future? There is no state certifi-
cation required for administering a GED program. All we need is the software and the volunteers. There are
two ways you can help. First you can agree to be a tutor. One on one attention is the key to effective education.
We need people who are patient and nonjudgmental to walk alongside those in our care. Secondly, we need
all of you carpentry or technologically gifted people who can help get our computer lab up and running as well
as keep it going. Will you join us? For more info contact the following:

Pam Danz (For tutoring)
pgdanz@verizon.net
757--483-6895

Bruce Bremer (for carpentry/tech)
Bruce.Bremer@gdit.com
757-397-4444

In Christ,

Esau McCaulley+
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St. John’s will offer the sacrament of
Holy Baptism
on Sunday, September 9
and Sunday, November 4

Please contact the Parish Administrator
for more information at 399-4967 or
admin@stjohnsportsmouth.org



